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Õîõëàòûé çìååÿä (Spilornis cheela Latham, 
1790) óæå â òå÷åíèå 6 ëåò æèâ¸ò â çîîöåí-
òðå «Ïèòîí» ã. Êîìñîìîëüñêà-íà-Àìóðå 
Õàáàðîâñêîãî êðàÿ. Â ó÷¸òíîé êàðòî÷êå 
èìååòñÿ çàïèñü î òîì, ÷òî åãî ïðèíåñëè 
ìåñòíûå æèòåëè 8 íîÿáðÿ 2003 ã. Îíè 
ðàññêàçàëè, ÷òî ïòèöà áûëà ïîéìàíà â 
ïîäúåçäå æèëîãî äîìà. Îíà áûëà çäîðî-
âîé, íî ñèëüíî èñòîù¸ííîé. Ñîòðóäíèêè 
ìèíè-çîîïàðêà ñîâåðøåííî ïðàâèëüíî 
îïðåäåëèëè íàçâàíèå ïòèöû ïî ðèñóíêàì 
â èíîñòðàííûõ êíèãàõ. Äèðåêòîð öåíòðà 
íåîäíîêðàòíî ïûòàëñÿ îáìåíÿòü ïîéìàí-
íîãî õèùíèêà íà íåñêîëüêî ýêçîòè÷åñêèõ 
ïòèö â çîîïàðêàõ ñòðàíû, íî ýòî ñäåëàòü 
íå óäàëîñü. Â íàñòîÿùåå âðåìÿ (íà íà÷àëî 
2010 ã.) çìååÿä ñîäåðæèòñÿ â ïðîñòîðíîé 
âîëüåðå, âûãëÿäèò çäîðîâûì è óïèòàííûì; 
ëåãêî âçëåòàåò ñ ïîëà íà ïðèñàäó íà âûñî-
òó 1,5 ì.

Ýòî ïåðâûé ñëó÷àé ðåãèñòðàöèè õîõëà-
òîãî çìååÿäà â Ðîññèè. Êàê îí îêàçàëñÿ 
â ãîðîäå? – Íåèçâåñòíî. Îäíà èç âåðñèé 
– ïðåäíàìåðåííûé çàâîç åãî â Ñåâåðî-
Âîñòî÷íûé Êèòàé òîðãîâöàìè ïòèö äëÿ 
ïðîäàæè â çîîïàðêè, ìóçåè è ÷àñòíûå 
êîëëåêöèè; çìååÿäó óäàëîñü âûðâàòüñÿ íà 
ñâîáîäó è çàëåòåòü íà òåððèòîðèþ Ðîññèè, 
â Ïðèàìóðüå. Íî íå èñêëþ÷åíî, ÷òî ýòî 
– ñëó÷àéíûé çàë¸ò íà äàëüíåå ðàññòîÿíèå 
ñâîáîäíîæèâóùåé ïòèöû ïðè íåáëàãî-
ïðèÿòíûõ ïîãîäíûõ óñëîâèÿõ (òàéôóíàõ, 
óðàãàíàõ è ò.ä.). Îêàçàâøèñü â íåçíàêîìîé 
ìåñòíîñòè, îíà ïîòåðÿëà îðèåíòèðîâêó â 
ïðîñòðàíñòâå è çàáëóäèëàñü, à â íàñåë¸í-
íûé ïóíêò ïîïàëà ñ íàñòóïëåíèåì õîëîäîâ 
è âûïàäåíèåì ñíåãà. 

Ãíåçäîâîé àðåàë õîõëàòîãî çìååÿäà – 
Þæíàÿ è Þãî-Âîñòî÷íàÿ Àçèÿ îò Ïàêè-
ñòàíà, Èíäèè è Øðè-Ëàíêà ê âîñòîêó äî 

For 6 years a Crested Serpent Eagle (Spi-
lornis cheela, Latham – 1790) has been 
living in the Python Zoo centre in Komso-
molsk-na-Amure, Khabarovsk Kray. In its 
registration form it is recorded that it was 
brought in to the zoo centre by citizens on 
the 8th of November 2003. They said that 
the bird was captured by the entrance to an 
apartment building. The bird was healthy 
but completely exhausted. Now (at the be-
ginning of 2010) the eagle lives in a spa-
cious open air enclosure, it’s currently being 
well fed and on the whole it is in a healthy 

Õîõëàòûé çìååÿä (Spilornis cheela) â çîîöåíòðå «Ïè-
òîí». Ôîòî Â. Ïðîíêåâè÷à.

Crested Serpent-Eagle (Spilornis cheela) in the Zoo 
Center “Piton”. Photo by V. Pronkevich.
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condition. This is the first recorded case of 
the Crested Serpent Eagle in Russia. Its ap-
pearance in the city is unheard of and one 
possible explanation for this particular case 
is that the eagle was transported by Chinese 
bird dealers to North Eastern China, where it 
escaped and flew to Russia and ended up in 
the Amur region. However, the possibility 
that the bird was an accidental vagrant that 
has been blown off by adverse winds.

The Crested Serpent Eagle is distributed in 
southern and South-East Asia. Its breeding 
range stretches from Pakistan, India and Sri 
Lanka eastward to the Pacific Ocean coast-
line of China, Taiwan and the Philippines, 
spans north to Kashmir, Nepal, Assam and 
even as far as the Yantszy river, the species 
occurs also in more southern regions such 
as Sumatra, Java and Borneo (del Hoyo et 
al., 1994; Mackinnon, Philipps, 2000; Fer-
guson-Lees, Christie 2001). In total there 
are 14 subspecies of the Crested Serpent 
Eagle in the world (Ferguson-Less, Christie, 
2001). The Crested Serpent Eagle can be 
migratory but normally is resident.

The subspecies of the Crested Serpent 
Eagle to which the captured individual be-
longs is not fully determined. Judging by 
the size of the bird and the dark plumage, 
as well as for geographical reasons, the 
given individual presumably belongs to the 
subspecies S. Cheela Ricketti (W.L. Sclater, 
1999) which commonly inhabits southern 
and south-eastern provinces of China, Tai-
wan and northern Vietnam (del Hoyo et al., 
1994; Furguson-Less, Christie, 2001).

òèõîîêåàíñêîãî ïîáåðåæüÿ Êèòàÿ, î-âà 
Òàéâàíü è Ôèëèïïèíñêèõ îñòðîâîâ, ê ñå-
âåðó äî Êàøìèðà, Íåïàëà, Àññàìà, äîëèíû 
ð. ßíöçû, ê þãó äî î-âîâ Ñóìàòðà, ßâà è 
Áîðíåî (del Hoyo et al., 1994; Mackinnon, 
Phillipps, 2000; Ferguson-Lees, Christie, 
2001). Â ìèðîâîé ôàóíå 14 ïîäâèäîâ 
(Ferguson-Lees, Christie, 2001). Õîõëàòûé 
çìååÿä – îñ¸äëûé âèä, íî èíîãäà ñîâåðøà-
åò êî÷¸âêè. Îá ýòîì ñâèäåòåëüñòâóþò äâà 
çàë¸òà ïòèö íà þã Êîðåéñêîãî ïîëóîñòðî-
âà (Lee Woo-Shin et al., 2005).

Õîõëàòûé çìååÿä – ïòèöà ñðåäíèõ ðàç-
ìåðîâ, ñ êàíþêà (Buteo buteo). Ó íåãî 
øèðîêèå, çàêðóãëåííûå êðûëüÿ; îòíî-
ñèòåëüíî êîðîòêèé õâîñò, íåîïåðåííàÿ 
öåâêà. Îáùàÿ îêðàñêà îïåðåíèÿ ò¸ìíî-
áóðàÿ, ñ áåëûìè ïÿòíàìè íà ãðóäè, áî-
êàõ, âåðõíèõ êðîþùèõ êðûëüåâ è õâîñòà; 
íà ïîäáîðîäêå, ãîðëå, çîáå, øåå è áîêàõ 
ãîëîâû ïÿòíà îòñóòñòâóþò. Âåðõ ãîëîâû 
(òåìÿ) ÷¸ðíîãî öâåòà ñ áëåñêîì. Íà çà-
òûëêå êîðîòêèé õîõîë (äëèíîþ 60 ìì) 
èç øèðîêèõ ÷¸ðíûõ ñ áåëûìè ïÿòíàìè 
ïåðüåâ, êîòîðûå íà âåðøèíå êîðè÷íå-
âûå. Áðþøêî, íèæíèå êðîþùèå õâîñòà, 
ïåðüÿ íà ãîëåíÿõ ïîïåðå÷íî-ïîëîñàòûå 
(èç áåëûõ è áóðûõ ïîëîñîê). Íà íèæ-
íåé ñòîðîíå ïåðâîñòåïåííûõ ìàõîâûõ 
– øèðîêèå ÷¸ðíûå ïîïåðå÷íûå ïîëîñû, 
êîòîðûå íà ðàçâåðíóòûõ êðûëüÿõ îáðà-
çóþò íåñêîëüêî áåëûõ è ÷¸ðíûõ ïàðàë-
ëåëüíûõ ïîëîñ, ïðîòÿíóâøèõñÿ âäîëü 
ïîäêðûëüåâ; âåðøèíû ìàõîâûõ ÷¸ðíûå. 
Íèæíèå êðîþùèå êðûëüåâ ïÿòíèñòûå. 
Õâîñò ïîïåðå÷íî-ïîëîñàòûé. Íà âåðøè-
íàõ ðóëåâûõ áåëûå êà¸ìêè; çà íèìè ñëå-
äóþò øèðîêèå ÷¸ðíûå (ïðåäâåðøèííûå), 
à çàòåì – áåëûå ïîïåðå÷íûå ïîëîñû (øè-
ðèíîþ äî 50 ñì). Íîãè è ïàëüöû æ¸ëòûå. 
Êëþâ ÷¸ðíûé, âîñêîâèöà æ¸ëòàÿ. Ãîëûå 
ó÷àñòêè êîæè â îñíîâàíèè êëþâà, óãëàõ 
ðòà è âîêðóã ãëàç æ¸ëòûå, ñ ðåäêèìè âî-
ëîñîâèäíûìè ùåòèíêàìè. 

Ðàçìåðû õîõëàòîãî çìååÿäà ñëåäóþùèå: 
äëèíà êðûëà – 460 ìì, õâîñò – 290 ìì, 
öåâêà – 115 ìì, êëþâ – 32 ìì, åãî äëèíà 
îò ïåðåäíåãî êðàÿ íîçäðè – 29 ìì.

Ïîäâèäîâàÿ ïðèíàäëåæíîñòü ïîéìàííî-
ãî çìååÿäà îêîí÷àòåëüíî íå óñòàíîâëåíà. 
Ñóäÿ ïî ðàçìåðàì è ò¸ìíîé îêðàñêå îïå-
ðåíèÿ, à òàêæå íà îñíîâàíèè ãåîãðàôè÷å-
ñêèõ ñîîáðàæåíèé, äàííàÿ îñîáü, ïðåäïî-
ëîæèòåëüíî, îòíîñèòñÿ ê ïîäâèäó S. cheela 
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Õîõëàòûé çìååÿä â çîîöåíòðå «Ïèòîí». 
Ôîòî Â. Ïðîíêåâè÷à.

Crested Serpent-Eagle in Zoo Center “Piton”. 
Photo by V. Pronkevich.
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ricketti W.L. Sclater, 1919, ðàñïðîñòðàí¸í-
íîìó â þæíûõ è þãî-âîñòî÷íûõ ïðîâèí-
öèÿõ Êèòàÿ, íà î-âå Òàéâàíü è â Ñåâåðíîì 
Âüåòíàìå (del Hoyo et al., 1994; Ferguson-
Less, Christie, 2001).

Âûðàæàåì èñêðåííþþ áëàãîäàðíîñòü 
äèðåêòîðó çîîöåíòðà È.À. Òðèôîíîâîé è 
çîîòåõíèêó Â.Â. Òåðåøêî çà ïîìîùü ïðè 
îáñëåäîâàíèè è ôîòîãðàôèðîâàíèè æè-
âîòíîãî.
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Crested Serpent-Eagle in the Zoo Center “Piton”. 
Photo by V. Pronkevich.

We express sincere gratitude to the direc-
tor of the Zoo centre I.A. Triphonova and to 
the wildlife specialist V.V. Tereshko allow-
ing us to see and photograph the bird.
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Îõîòñêîå ïîáåðåæüå î-âà Èòóðóï â ðàé-
îíå çàëèâà Ïðîñòîð, ãäå âûïîëíåíû íà-
áëþäåíèÿ, ïðåäñòàâëÿåò ñîáîé ïðåèìóùå-
ñòâåííî íåøèðîêóþ (20–50 ì) ïåñ÷àíóþ 
ïîëîñó, îòäåë¸ííóþ îò ïðèëåãàþùåé 
÷àñòè îñòðîâà ïåñ÷àíûì áåðåãîâûì âà-
ëîì ñ ðåäêèìè âûõîäàìè âóëêàíè÷åñêèõ 
ëàâ. Ïðè ïðîâåäåíèè ìàðøðóòíîãî ó÷¸òà 
ïòèö 30 àâãóñòà 2009 ã. çäåñü, íà ó÷àñò-
êå ïîáåðåæüÿ äëèíîé îêîëî 10 êì, áûëè 
îòìå÷åíû 224 êóëèêà 6 âèäîâ. ×àùå äðó-
ãèõ âñòðå÷àëèñü íåáîëüøèå ñìåøàííûå 
ñòàè, ñîñòîÿùèå, ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî, èç 
ïåñî÷íèêîâ-êðàñíîøååê (Calidris ruficollis) 
ñ íåáîëüøèì ÷èñëîì ïåñ÷àíîê (Calidris 
alba) è ìîíãîëüñêèõ çóéêîâ (Charadrius 
mongolus). Îäíîâðåìåííî, ñ èíòåðâàëîì 
îêîëî 1 ÷àñà, âñòðå÷åíû äâà ñàïñàíà (Falco 
peregrinus), êî÷óþùèõ âäîëü ïîáåðåæüÿ 
âìåñòå ñ îñíîâíûì ïîòîêîì êóëèêîâ. Ïðè 

Whilst calculating the migratory route of 
shorebirds on the west coast of Iturup Island 
(south Kuril Islands), 30th of August 2009, 
there were sightings of 2 Peregrine Falcons 
(Falco peregrinus). The shorebirds were mi-
grating south in small, mixed flocks, made 
up mainly of Rufous-Necked Stint (Calidris 
ruficollis) with a small number of Sander-
lings (Calidris alba) and Mongolian Plover 
(Charadrius mongolus).

It was possible to observe the falcon’s un-
usual hunting technique, the result of which 
being that one of the persued shorebirds fell 
into the water without even being struck by 
a falcon. After which the falcon waited for 
the sandpiper to swim towards the shore 
before plucking it from the water when it 
reached the surf.

Such a method of hunting doesn’t follow 
the usual pattern for Peregrine Falcons (De-


