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Summary. A new species Orphinus geiseri sp. n. (Coleoptera: Dermestidae) from Ivory 
Coast (Mt. Nimba) is described, illustrated and compared with similar species. The new 
species differs from congeners by the structure of the antennae and male genitalia.    
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Дж. Хава, К. Матсумото. Описание нового вида Orphinus Motschulsky, 

1858 (Coleoptera: Dermestidae: Megatominae) из Республики Кот-д'Ивуар // 
Дальневосточный энтомолог. 2021. N 425. С. 21-24. 

Резюме. Из Республики Кот-д'Ивуар (г. Нимба) описан новый для науки вид жуков-
кожеедов Orphinus geiseri sp. n. (Coleoptera: Dermestidae). Новый вид отличается от 
известных видов рода формой усиков и гениталиями самца. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The family Dermestidae (Coleoptera: Bostrichoidea) recently includes 1705 valid species 

and subspecies worldwide (Háva, 2018, 2020a). The dermestid genus Orphinus Motschulsky, 
1858 belonging to the subfamily Megatominae, recently includes 133 species worldwide and 
23 species are known from the Afrotropical Region, all belonging to the nominotypical 
subgenus (Háva, 2016, 2020b; Kadej & Háva, 2016). A new species is described here from 
the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire (Mt. Nimba). 

 
MATERIAL AND METHODS 

 
The specimen used in this study is housed in the collection of the Natural History Museum, 

London. The specimens were examined by relaxing in warm water, dissecting the abdomen 
and its inner contents. Genitalia are placed in a drop of dimethyl hydantoin formaldehyde 
(DMHF) resin and mounted on a card pinned under the specimen. Habitus photographs were 
taken with a Canon DSLR camera, Laowa 25mm macro lens. All photographs were processed 
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through focus stacking software, Helicon Focus and were later edited using GIMP. The 
beginning and end of label text are indicated using double quotes (“”); a double slash (//) 
separates the data on different labels. 

The following acronyms of morphological characters were used: BL – body length (pro-
notum length and elytral length), EL – elytral length, EW – maximum elytral width, PL – 
pronotal length, PW – maximum pronotal width. 

Type material is deposited in the Natural History Museum (formerly British Museum, 
Natural History), London, United Kingdom (BMNH). 

 
TAXONOMY 

 
Orphinus (Orphinus) geiseri Háva et Matsumoto, sp. n.  
http://zoobank.org/NomenclaturalActs/4798CBD3-4434-44EA-905F-33608DE1A5E9 

Figs 1–5 
 
TYPE MATERIAL. Holotype – male, deposited at BMNH: “Ivory Coast, 801m, Mt 

Nimba camp, Closed forest, 07°35'07.7"N, 08°25'08.6"W, 28.IV–8.V 2016, // General 
collecting, Aristophanous,M., Geiser,M., Moretto,P., leg., BMNH(E) 2016–109, TripRef: CI-
003 (ANHRT 17) // NHMUK13800094”. Additional label on red paper added: “Orphinus 
(Orphinus) geiseri sp. nov. Háva & Matsumoto det. 2020, HOLOTYPE ♂”.  

DESCRIPTION. Male. Body: Oval, dorsum convex. BL: 2.10 mm, EL: 1.49 mm, EW: 
1.31 mm, PL: 0.52 mm, PW: 1.14 mm. Colour: dorsal side brown; brown, tibia light brown, 
tarsal claws light brown.  

Body dark brown on dorsal surfaces (Fig. 1), dark brown on ventral surfaces; small and 
oval (Fig. 2). Head finely punctate, with short, recumbent, light brown setation. Palpi brown; 
setation on mentum denser. Eye very large, with brown microsetae. Ocellus on front present. 
Antennae light brown with brown setae, with 11 antennomeres, antennal club consist with 
two antennomeres, terminal antennomere large, circular (Fig. 4). Antennal fossa circular. 
Pronotum on the disc punctate like head, relatively consistent density of punctures, with 
relatively long, recumbent, yellowish-brown setation. Scutellum subtriangular, anterior end 
concave, without setation. Elytra finely punctate, with relatively long, recumbent, yellowish-
brown setation; cuticle dark brown throughout (Fig. 1). Legs brown, with light brown setation. 
Mesosternum coarsely punctate laterally, otherwise finely punctate, covered with light brown, 
short, recumbent setation (Fig. 2). Abdominal visible ventrites finely punctate, with relatively 
long, recumbent, light brown setation (Fig. 3).  

Genitalia (Fig. 5). Parameres: longer than median lobe, width relatively constant from 
base to anterior 1/3, narrowing and curved towards middle from anterior 1/3 to apical end, 
apex pointed. Median lobe: widest at base, constant width near base towards apex, apical end 
slightly rounded. Phallobase: nearly symmetrical, trapezial.  

Female. Unknown. 
DISTRIBUTION. West Africa: the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire. 
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS. The new species belongs to the nominotypical subgenus 

due to the structure of the terminal antennomere; from other known Orphinus species, it 
differs by its characteristic elytral colour; from other species known from Côte d'Ivoire it 
differs by the characters given in the key below. 

ETYMOLOGY. The epithet is a patronym honouring Michael Geiser (BMNH) who 
collected this species. 
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Figs 1–5. Orphinus geiseri sp. n., male. 1 – habitus, dorsal view; 2 – the same, ventral 
view; 3 – abdomen; 4 – right antennae; 5 – genitalia, ventral view.  
 

Key to species of Orphinus from the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire 
 

1(4) Elytra unicoloured brown without fasciae or spots. 
2(3) Elytra and pronotum covered by dark brown or black setation; male anterior pronotal 

angles visible from above ………....................……………….… O. congoanus Pic, 1950 
3(2) Elytra and pronotum covered by yellowish-brown setation; male anterior pronotal angles 

not visible from above ……………................…….. O. geiseri Háva et Matsumoto, sp. n. 
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4(1) Elytra bicolorous.  
5(6) Elytra black with orange-brown apical third …............…. O. apicebrunneus Háva, 2003 
6(5) Elytra dark brown with light brown suture in the posterior 1/3 .… O. holusai Háva, 2016 
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