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KPATKOE COOBLLEHWUE / SHORT COMMUNICATION

CKoILTeHrsI BOPOH Ha HOYEBKaX IPEICTABJIs-
10T coboii 00bIuHOE stBIeHME. B ropomax u apyrux
HaCeJIEHHDBIX MyHKTaX THICSYHBIE CTal BOPOH COOM-
paroTCs TIepei HOYEBKOM Ha JIEPEBbSIX UJIH OTKPbI-
TBIX MeCTax, GOPMUPYS TaK Ha3bIBaEMbIe «KJIYObI»
Wi «itaHepkn». Y A. Bpema HaxoauM: «... K Be-
4yepy [BopoHbI| cOOMpAtOTCst GOJBITUME CTastMU Ha
OITpe/IeJIEHHBIX MECTaX, KaK OblI [I7is TOTO, 4TOOBI CO-
OOIUTD APYT APYrYy O COOBITUSAX IHS. 3aTeM OHU
HAINPaBJISTIOTCST HA MECTO HOYEBKH B HM3BECTHYIO
YacTh Jieca, KyJa CJIEeTAlTCs BCe BOPOHbBI OOIIMp-
HOTO paiioHa. ... Ha Houer oHU MpUJIETAoOT yiKe
mocse Hactyiienust Houn» (Bpewm, 1915, c. 289).
B XapbkoBe, HarrpuMmep, cepbie BOPOHBI, Tpaun 1
raJKu cOOMPAIOTCST B HECKOJIBKUX COTHSIX METPOB
OT TEPPUTOPHH COBMECTHOI HOUYEBKHU ¥ TIepeMelia-
oTcst Ha Heé yepes 40-50 MyH. Tocie 3aX0/1a COJTHITA
(Bpesrynosa, 2005).

Bo BaammBocToke Ha rue3zoBbe 3HAYUTEDb-
HO TIpeobafaioT OOJIBIIEKTIOBbIE BOPOHBI Corous
macrorhynchos. 3umoii 6oJiplie cta BOPOH, 0
5 toic. irui] (Hasapos, 2004) cobupaiorcs Ha HO-
YeBKy Ha BepIInHaX OOJIBIINX JIEPEBbEB B OTIpe-
JIeJIEHHBIX MeCTaX, TIPHYeM HEKOTOPBIE U3 HUX CO-
xpanstiorest TogamMu. OOBIYHO CcTay CMelIaHHbIe U
COCTOSAT U3 OOJIBIIEKIIOBBIX BOPOH € HEOOJIBITIM
y4acTHeM BOCTOUYHBIX YePHBIX BOPOH Corous corone
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Gatherings of crows at night roosts is a
common phenomenon. In the cities and other
settlements flocks of thousands of crows gather
before spending the night on the trees or open
areas, forming so-called «clubs» or «briefings». A.
Brehm writes: «... by the evening [crows] gather
in large flocks in certain places, as if to tell each
other about the day’s events. Then they move to
the place of night roosting in a certain part of the
forest where all the crows of a large area gather
to spend the night. ... They arrive on the night
roosting site already after nightfall> (Brehm 1915,
p. 289). In Kharkov, for example, hooded crows,
rooks and jackdaws gather in flocks a few hundred
meters away from the site of roosting and move to
it 40-50 minutes after sunset (Brezgunova, 2005).

Of the two species of crows Jungle crow
Corous macrorhynchos and Eastern carrion crows
Corous corone orientalis first one predominates on
the breeding in Vladivostok and its suburbs. In
winter large flocks of crows up to 5 thousand birds
(Nazarov, 2004) gather to spend the night on the
tops of large trees in certain places, some of which
persist for years. Usually flocks are mixed and
consist of jungle crow with a small percentage of
Eastern carrion crows (Nazarov, 2004). However,
from late November to late April, this ratio is
reversed due to the inflow of wintering carrion
crows (Kurdyukov, 1997).

In early 2015 night roosts of crows in
Vladivostok were unusual. From the beginning
of the February in the evening and early morning
hours there were a large flocks of crows gathered on
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orientalis (Hazapos, 2004). Ho ¢ xoH1a HOSIOPs 110
KOHEI[ aIlpeJist 9TO COOTHOIIIEHIE MEHSIETCST Ha 00-
paTHOE 3a CUeT MPUTOKA 3UMYIOIINX YePHBIX BOPOH
(Kypmiokos, 1997).

B wmavane 2015 roma HOYEBKM BJIAIUBO-
CTOKCKHUX BOPOH TIponcxoanan ueobsrauo. C mep-
BBIX 4yuceJ (heBpaisl eKeTHEBHO TI0 yTpaM 1 Beve-
pam HabJIIOIATIOCh UX OOJIBINOE CKOTIEHNE Ha JIBILY
AMYpPCKOTO 3aJI1Ba, OMBIBAIOIIETO TOPO/L C 3ara/ia.
3aJIiB 3UMOI1 3aMep3aeT, B 9Ty 3UMY Jie/l CTasl paHb-
e 0ObIYHOTO, OKOJIO0 15 mexabpst. Jlex HACTOIBKO
IIPOYEH, YTO 10 HEMY B siHBape-(eBpase e3ndaT Ha
JIEFKOBBIX MaIllMHAX PhIOAKK HA TIOJIEHBII JIOB, &
METITKOM XOJIAT /10 Havdasia JIeoX0/la B MapTe.

Haru HabJtrotieHust TIPOBOANIINCH ¢ OATKOHA
8-T0 aTaska KUJI0To JI0Ma, pactiosioxkeHHoro B 200 m
ot 6epera MOpst Ha X0JIME, TaK YTO OTKPhIBAETCS BU]
Ha 3HAYUTENIBHYIO YacTh 3ainBa. VIMeHHO ynauHoe
pacIoyio’KeHre oMa TO3BOJIMIIO C/IeIaTh MpUBe-
JIEHHbIE HUKe HAaOJIIOIEHHST B TIIyOOKUX CyMepKax,
XOTSI TOJIy4UTh Xopoiire ¢hoTo Ha GOJIBIIOM pac-
CTOSTHUY U TIPEJIEJIbHOM OCBEIIEHUH He y/IaI0Ch.

C nepBbIX unce heBpaJist HabIo1am JIET Be-
PEHUIl BOPOH B CTOPOHY MOPSI B BEUEPHUX CyMep-
Kax, 32 4ac-1I0JITOPa J0 IIOJHON TeMHOThL. Heboib-
ITFe TPYIIIBI JIETEJIT HA MOPE U TePSJINCh U3 BUJIA.
HexoTtopbie Bo3BpaIiaanch u cOOMpaInch Ha Bep-
IIMHAX JIEPEBbEB, pacTyIuXx B rpezesax 0,5-1 kv ot
6epera. CeapbMoro (peBpaiist BIiepBble 0OHAPY KM,
9YTO BOPOHBI PACCAKUBAICh Ha JIbAY HEOOJIBIITH-
MU TPYIIIaMU 1 OCTaBAJIUCH TaM JIO ITOJTHON TeMHO-
ThI (puc 1). Cienyonum yTpoM, Kak TOJBKO CTaJIO
cBeTaTh, OOHaApysKeHa OOJIbIas MJI0THAS TPYIIa B
HECKOJIbKO ipyroM Mecte. [Togo6Hoe HabIi01a10Ch
€Ke/IHEBHO, U CO3/1a7I0Ch TIOJTHOE BIIEYATIEHUE, YTO
ITHUIIBI OCTAIOTCS HA JIbLy HA HOUb, YyTh CMETIASICh
K YTPY WJIU OCTaBasICh B UICXOJIHOM MeCTe.

ITpoBepka JaHHOIO IIPEAIIOJOKEHHUS ObLIa
npeanpunsaTa yrpom 14 despasns. Emie 3aremHo,
[IPUMEPHO B Kujiomerpe oT Oepera, Oblia oOHapy-
JKeHa TI0THast Tpytma. [Ipu moaxone Gvke mTH-
IIbI CTAJN pasieraThesi. HekoTopeie mogaBaam ro-
JIOC, IPUYEM MHOT/IA XaPaKTEPHBIN OpauHbIil KPHK.
ITo ronocy u $hoTO yCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO ATO TPYyIIIA
Obl1a 00Opa3oBaHa M MCKJIIOYUTEIHHO BOCTOYHOI
4epHOil BOpOHOI. [lTwibl yieTasn HeOOJIbIIMMU
rpyIIaMu, OCTeNeHHO, B TeueHue nopsizika 40 mu-

the ice of the Amur Bay, which washes the city from
the west. The bay freezes in winter, and this year it
froze earlier than usual, around 15th of December.
The ice is so strong that fishermen can drive cars
when going ice fishing in January and February,
and it’s possible to walk on the ice up until the ice
break-up in March.

Our observations were carried out from a
balcony of the 8th floor of a residential building,
located 200 meters from the coast on a hill and
overlooking a large part of the bay. It was the good
location of the building that allowed us to make
the following observations in deep twilight, even
though we failed to get good photos from a large
distance and with weak lighting.

From the first days of February we observed
flocks of crows flying to the sea at dusk, an hour and
a half before complete darkness. Small groups of
crows flew to the sea and were lost from sight. Some
came back and gathered at the tops of the trees
growing within 0.5-1 kilometers from the coast.
On the 7th of February we found for the first time
that crows sat on the ice in small groups and stayed
there until total darkness (Fig 1). The next morning
as soon as dawn began, the most dense group of
crows was found in a slightly different area. Similar
situation was observed daily, and created an overall
impression that crows remained on the ice at night,
shifting a little in the morning or remaining in their
original location.

A verification of this assumption was made
on February 14th. Even before dawn a dense group
was found about a kilometer from the shore. At the
closer approach birds began to scatter. Some called,
sometimes with a typical mating call. Vocalization
and photos revealed that the group was formed
only by eastern carrion crow. Birds flew away in
small groups gradually during about 40 minutes.
A similar ice hike was carried out on the February
16th and a flock was found sitting at a considerable
distance from the place of the evening gathering.
Thus it was discovered that carrion crows gather
on ice in the evening before dark, but later fly off
to the shore to the tops of the trees and the roofs of
the institution buildings nearby, circle above them
in huge flocks of thousands, then land and fly up
again, and finally settle on trees in total darkness.
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PucyHok 1

[Mpumepbl npedHOYeB8OUHbIX CKONJIeHUU YepHbIX
8opoH (orvus corone orientalis Ha 160y AMypcKo20 3auea,
Bnaousocmok

Figure 1

Examples of pre-roosting gatherings of eastern
carrion crow Corvus corone orientalis on ice of Amur Bay
near Vladivostok

HyT. AHAJIOTUYHBII 1TOXO/] Ha JieJl ObLII COBEPINEH
16 despasis, u cupsias cras oOHapy/KeHa Ha 3Ha-
YUTEJHHOM yIQJIEHUH OT MECTa BedepHero cOopa.

Takum 06pa3oM BBISICHEHO, YTO YePHbIE BOPO-
HBI COOMPAOTCSI Ha JIbly BEYEPOM Mepe]i TEMHOTOM,
HO TT03:Ke yJeTaioT. PeasbHast HOUeBKa pacmosoxe-
Ha Hemaieko ot Gepera Mopst. [ITHITBI THICSTYHBIMU
CTasIMU KPY>KaT HaJl 3/[aHUSIMU, TTPUCATUBAIOTCS HA
KPBIIIU U KPOHBI JIEPEBHEB M CHOBA B3JIETAIOT U, HA-
KOHeII, y’Ke B ITOJTHOM TeMHOTe PacCa)kKMBAfOTCS Ha
JIepeBbsIX. DTHU CTal CMeIaHHbIe, COCTOST U3 Yep-
HBIX 1 OOJIBIIEKTIOBBIX BOPOH. Y TPOM, €IIie 0 pac-
CBeTa, YepHbIE BOPOHBI CHOBA COOMPAIOTCS HA JIBIY
u 1poBoaAT Tam ot 40 mun o 1.5 yacos. B xopo-
NIYIO COJTHEYHYIO MTOTO/Y OT/eJIbHBIE TITUIBI OCTA-
I0TCS Ha JIb/LY ¥ JI0JIbIIIE, TPesich Ha cosHile. MnTe-
PeCcHO, YTO Ha MeCTaX YTPEHHUX CKOTLIEHHUH TTOUTH
HeT TIOMETa, YTO elle Pa3 OIPOBEPTaeT IPeIIoJIo-
JKeHre 0 HOYEeBKaX Ha JIbLY.

Ornucannbie MpepaccBeTHbIE U MOCIe3aKaT-
Hble CKOILJIEHUST YEPHBIX BOPOH HA MOPCKOM JIbJLY
MIPOIOJIKAJINCH €5KeTHEBHO, 32 UCKJIIOUEHNEM JTHEeH
¢ curbHBIM BeTpoM. Citabbiil BeTep Ha MOpe OTMe-
Yajics TIOYTH BCET/Ia U He MPENsiTCTBOBAT 9TUM
cbopam. Beuepom ckorieHHst Beerjia pa3po3HeH-
Hble, Kak[asl TPYIIa HACUMUTHIBATIA MO HECKOJIb-
KO JIECATKOB WJIM COTEH BOPOH, CyMMapHas 4uc-
JeHHocTh nopsiaka 1,5-2 Toicsty. Bosiee TouHbBIN
nozcyet 1o ¢otorpaduam gan mudpy 1296 nrui
(nanHbIe 3a 2 MaprTa).

Jlem B 3ammBe HEOMHOPO/EH, HEKOTOPBIE
YYaCTKM HEPOBHBIE, C HEOOJBIINMEI TOPOCAMH U
CHErOM, U UMEHHO Ha HUX CaJATCs BOPOHBI, M36e-
rast Gosiee ragkoro sbaa. [ITuiml mepeseraior ot
TPYTIIIBI K TPYIIITE, @ B HACTYTAIONINX CyMEPKaXx Mo-
CTETIEHHO <«TSIHYT» Ha Oeper /Jist HOYEBKHU Ha Bep-
HIMHAX JIEPEBbEB. Y TPEHHUE CKOILIEHUS HA JIbJLY
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These flocks are mixed and consist of carrion crows
and jungle crows. In the morning, before dawn,
carrion crows gather on ice again and spend there
from 40 minutes to 1.5 hours. In fine sunny weather
some birds stay there longer, soaking up the sun.
Interestingly, the gathering places show almost no
droppings on the ice surface in the morning, which
once again disproves the assumption that birds
spend the night on the ice.

The described pre-dawn and after dusk
concentrations of carrion crows on the sea ice
continued daily, except days with strong wind.
Gentle breeze from the sea was present almost
always, and did not hinder these gatherings. In the
evening, accumulations were always isolated, each
group contained a few tens or hundreds of crows,
the total number was about 1.5-2 thousand. A more
accurate count by photos gave the figure of 1296
indivivuals (data for March 2nd).

The ice in the bay is not uniform - some areas
are uneven, with small ice hummocks and snow.
That’s where the crows land, avoiding smoother ice.
Birds fly from group to group, but in the dusk they
gradually move to the shore for the night roost on
the tops of the trees. Morning concentrations on the
ice are always dense and shaped like an oval when
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BCeTZIa TUIOTHBIE, B (hopMe IPaBUJILHOTO OBAJA,
ecJii CMOTpPeTh u3jaeka. B oHOM M3 Takux CKo-
TUIEHUH B pa3Hble AHU ObLTO HacunTano okoso 1100
u 1400 mrrui,. YXoadar Ha paccBere APYKHO, OOJIb-
MIUMU CTasiMU, XOTSI U He Bce cpady. MHoria cras
CHUMAJIACh, KPY’KUJIACh M CHOBA CITyCKaJIach, 4TO-
OBI TI037K€ OKOHYATEILHO YITH B CTOPOHY IOPOJIA.

OrpejiesieHHOE BJIMSTHUE HAa PEKUM 00pa3oBa-
HUSI CKOIUJICHUI HA JIbYy 3aJIMBAa OKA3bIBAeT IOTO-
na. Hanpumep, B 10U ¢ 0OMIbHBIMU ocagkamu (21-
22 dbeBpasig, MOKPBII CHET € JI0K/1EM ) CKOILJICHUS He
HabJTo/1a/Inch. B 1iepBoe 1orosxkee yTpo coOpasioch
nopsizka 400 BOpoH, OBLIIO BUIHO UX OTPa’keHHe Ha
GJIeCTSIIIEM JIbLY, B TIOCJIEyTOIINE THU, 24 11 25 deB-
paJist, cOOMpaIich cTad 1o 2-2.5 ThICSYU 0COOEN.
Ouepennoii cHeroraz, 26 dheBpasis, 1aj cJIoi cHera B
30 cM. YiKe CIeyIONIM YTPOM Ha CHETY cobpasiach
GoJIbIlIas CTast, HO BEYEPHEro CKOILIEHUSI He ObLIO.
YTpom 28 despasg, nrutiel npuietenn B 7:10, HO
yiKe ¢ 7:25 cTasim MoCcTerneHHo pasJietaTbesi (COBCEM
cgetJio ctasio B 7:30). K 7:50 Ha by octasack rpyii-
ma ropsizika 100 Bopon. K 8:20, kora costHIle BBITILIO
n3-3a xpeOTa - TOJIBKO 15, 0TIe/IbHbIe ITHIBI OCTaBa-
JICh 1 103Ke. BeuepoM aToro JiHst Ha Jiby cobpa-
JIach THICSIYHAS CTast, KOTOPast Ha HOWJIET yJeTesia Ha
BEPIITUHBI /ICPEBLEB B HECKOJBKUX COTHSIX METPOB
oT Mopsi. B meproz 001IbHBIX CHEromazaos, ¢ 9 mo 14
MapTa, PerucTPUPOBAINCH JIUIIb €IMHUYHbIE BOPO-
HBI 1 TIOCJIE€ YCTAaHOBJIEHUS XOPOIIIel TIOTO/bI CTau Ha
JbTy GoJIbIIie He OTMeYasiCh. CMelaHHbIe HOYEBKU
Ha JIePEeBbSIX TIEPEMECTIJINCh HA JIPYTOe MeCTO, 32
TIPEJIETbl 30HBI HAOJIIOICHUIA.

THezxanmecs B HeOOJBIIOM Yucye BO Biaau-
BOCTOKE M OKPECTHOCTSIX YePHBbIE BOPOHBI HAUMHAIOT
JIBUKEHIE K 10Ty B KOHIIE CEHTSIOPSI - OKTSIOpE ¥ OT-
KOUYEBBIBAIOT I0JKHee, BeposiTHO, Ha Kopelickuii 11-oB
(Kypmiokos, 1997). Ho B Hauasie HOSIOpSI YmCJIeH-
HOCTH 3TOTO BH/A PE3KO YBEJNYNUBAECTCS, TTO-BUIM-
MOMY, 32 CYET TIPUTOKA ¢ ceBepa. OnucanHble HaMu
CKOILJICHYsI, BEPOSITHO, 0OPa30BaHbl 9TOW KaTeropun
rrruil. VIHTepecHo, 4to moruliast OT CTOJIKHOBEHUS
¢ MaIHOI YepHast BopoHa (3 mapra) Oblia OYeHb
ucroleHHoH. sKesry 10Kk Ipy BCKPBITUH OKA3aJICs CO-
BEPIIEHHO MyCTHIM, HO B OPIOIITHOMN TIOJIOCTH HAaXO-
JIAJICST TIJIOTHBIN KOMOK JKHMpa BECOM OKOJIO O T. Be-
CEHHUI TIPOJIET YePHOI BOPOHBI HAYMHAETCS CO 2-I
nostoButibl (hespasist (Tapacos, [inymierko, 1995) u

viewed from afar. In one of such concentrations
about 1100 and 1400 birds were counted on
different days. They leave together at dawn, in large
flocks, although not all at once. Sometimes a flock
takes off, circles and then lands and then finally
moves to the direction of the city.

The weather influences the mode of formation
of bird concentrations on the ice of the bay in a
certain way. For example, on the days with heavy
precipitation (February 21-22, wet snow and rain)
concentrations were not observed. About 400 crows
gathered in the first fine morning - their reflection
on the shiny ice could be seen. In the following
days, February 24th and 25th, flocks of 2-2.5
thousand birds gathered there. Another snowfall
on February 26th gave the snow layer of 30 cm.
The following morning a large flock gathered on
the snow, but in the evening there were no birds.
On the morning of February 28th the birds arrived
at 7:10, but at 7:25 they gradually began to scatter
(it became quite light at 7:30). By 7:50 a group of
100 crows was remaining on the ice. By 8:20, when
the sun came out from behind the ridge - only 15
were left, and some individual birds stayed longer.
That evening a flock of a thousand gathered on
the ice and flew overnight to the top of the trees
a few hundred meters away from the sea. During
the period of heavy snowfalls (from 9th to 14th of
March), only a few crows were recorded and after
the establishment of good weather the flocks were
no longer observed on the ice. Mixed night roosting
on the trees moved to another location outside the
observation zone.

Carrion crows which nest in a small number
in Vladivostok and the surroundings begin to move
south in late September - October and migrate south,
probably to the Korean Peninsula (Kurdyukov,
1997). But in early November, the numbers of this
species increase dramatically, apparently due to the
inflow from the north. The previously described
concentration is probably formed by this species of
birds. Interestingly, the carrion crow which died from
a collision with a car (March 3d) was very exhausted.
The autopsy showed that its stomach was completely
empty, but the abdominal area contained a dense
lump of fat weighing about 5 g. Spring migration of
carrion crows begins with the 2nd half of February
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ITPOJI0JIKAETCsT Bech MapT /10 cepeunbl arrpesis (Ha-
3apenko, 1971; Ilanos, 1973; Tapacos, ['myiienko,
1995). 3umoBKa CTOJIb GOJIBIIIOTO YUC/IA YEPHBIX BO-
POH B Tipeziesiax BiiaimBocToka — siBjieHre He 00bId-
Hoe. BeposiTHO, 5TO CBsI3aHO ¢ OOIIUM TIOBBIIICHIEM
YUCJIEHHOCTH 000X BUJIOB BOPOH. IIpes- 1 mocT-Ho-
YeBOYHbIE CKOILIEHUS Ha JIb/ly PaHee, TakxkKe, He OT-
MeyaJsiuch. ¥ TpeHHUE KPAaTKOBPEMEHHbIE OCTAaHOBKU
BOpOH (6€e3 yTOUHEHNsT BI/a) Ha KPOMKE ITOJIBIHBU B
yCTbe TOPOJICKOI peuk (B ssHBape—deBpasie) Win Ha
OT/IEJIPHBIX TIPHOPEKHBIX JIbAMHAX (B KOHIIE MapTa)
ormmcanbl A. B. Kypmiokosbim (1997). Xapaxkrep mipe-
ObIBAHVISI TITHI] B JAHHBIX CKOTLJIEHUSIX OBLT HECKOJIb-
KO nHOI. OO6Iast IPOIOJKUTETBHOCTD TTPEOBIBAHS
IPYIIIbI HA Jiby cocTaBJisiia 1-1.5 yaca, HO ee cocTaB
BCe BpeMsi OOHOBJISLIICST: CPEIHEE BpeMst TpeObIBaHHsT
oTeIbHBIX 0cobeii coctasistno 10-40 munyt. B Vp-
KyTCKe, B yCThbe AHTapbl YepHbIE BOPOHBI PACCAKI-
BAJIMCh HA JIb/Ly, KOT/IA HE XBATAJIO MECT HA JIEPEBBSIX
6msnexarneii poum (MDedestos 1., us 6iora).
OtTMeueHHOE HAMU Pa3Iyue B HOYEBOUHOM
MOBEIEHUH YePHOIT 1 GOJIBIIIEKTIOBOIT BOPOH MOJKET
OBbITh CBSI3aHO C OOIIMME TEHICHIMSAMU MX KJIMMa-
THYECKUX ajianraiuii. VI3BeCTHO, 4TO MITEHITBI O0JIb-
MIEKJIIOBOM BOPOHBI BBLIYTLISIOTCST TOJIBIMU, THE3/1a
WX JIOBOJIBHO PBIXJIbIE, YTO YKA3bIBAeT HA OTHOCHU-
TEJIbHYIO TEIJIOMI0OUBOCTD 3TOTO BUzd. Y YepHON
BOPOHBI IITEHI[bI CPa3y MOKPBITHI ITyXOM, UX THe3/1a
Jiydiiie yTeIJIeHbl, U apeayl TPOCTUPAETCS TOPa3/Io
nabiie Ha ceBep. CKIOHHOCTh K 00Pa30BaHUIO CKO-
TIJIEHUH HA JIbLy MOJKET OTPAXKATh JIYUIITYIO alalTh-
POBAaHHOCTb YePHOI BOPOHBI K XOJIOZIHOMY KJINMATY.
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(Tarasov, Gluschenko, 1995) and continues through
March to mid-April (Nazarenko, 1971; Panov,
1973; Tarasov, Gluschenko, 1995). Wintering of so
many carrion crows in the Vladivostok area is not
a common phenomenon. This is probably due to
the general increase in the number of both species
of crows. Pre- and post-roosting concentrations on
the ice in previous years were also not recorded.
Morning brief stops of crows (without specifying the
species) on the edge of an ice hole at the mouth of a
city river (in January and February) or on individual
coastal ice floes (in late March) were described by
A.B. Kurdyukov (1997). The nature of the stay of
birds in these flocks was somewhat different. Total
duration of the stay of a group on the ice was about
1-1.5 hours, but its structure was updated the whole
time: average time spent in the flock by an individual
was 10-40 minutes. In Irkutsk, at the mouth of the
Angara River carrion crows sat on the ice when there
was not enough space on the trees of a nearby grove
of (Fefelov 1., from the blog).

The marked difference in roosting behavior
of carrion and jungle crows may be related to the
general trends of climate adaptation. We know
that the chicks of the jungle crow hatch featherless
and their nests are quite loose, which indicates that
this species is relatively thermophilic. Carrion crow
chicks are immediately covered with down, their
nests are insulated better and the range extends
much farther to the north. The tendency to form
flocks on the ice may reflect better adaptation of
carrion crows to the cold climate.
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